Thinking About Blamelessness
Please answer these questions in order without skipping ahead.
1. When the Bible speaks of blamelessness, do you believe it is speaking of perfection?

2. If not, what is the difference between blamelessness and perfection?

3. Meditate on the following passage.
Titus 1:5-9, NET
1:5 The reason I left you in Crete was to set in order the remaining matters and to appoint elders in every town, as I directed you. 1:6 An elder must be blameless, the husband of one wife, with faithful children who cannot be charged with dissipation or rebellion. 1:7 For the overseer must be blameless as one entrusted with God’s work, not arrogant, not prone to anger, not a drunkard, not violent, not greedy for gain. 1:8 Instead he must be hospitable, devoted to what is good, sensible, upright, devout, and self-controlled. 1:9 He must hold firmly to the faithful message as it has been taught, so that he will be able to give exhortation in such healthy teaching and correct those who speak against it.
4. In whose eyes are we to be blameless?

The following people are described as blameless in the Bible. For each reference, look up any parallel phrases that might shed light on being blameless. For example, Genesis 6:9 reads “Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked with God.” So the parallel phrases are “righteous, walked with God”
	Who
	What Makes Them Seem Not Blameless
	Parallel Phrases

	Noah (Gen 6:9)
	a drunkard
	

	Abraham (Gen 17:1)
	a liar
	

	Jacob (Gen 25:27)
	a swindler
	

	Job (Gen 25:27)
	
	

	David (Psalm 18:23, cf 1 Sam 29:6)
	an adulterer and murder
	

	Daniel (Daniel 6:22)
	
	

	Zechariah and Elizabeth (Luke 1:6)
	
	


These passages use the word blameless and might be helpful in understanding what the Bible means by it. Pay particular attention to parallel phrases and explanatory clauses. You might not learn anything from a certain passage. That’s fine. Mark it N/A.
	Passage
	What Does It Teach About Blamelessness?

	Deut 18:9-13
	

	Psalm 19:13
	

	Psalm 26:1
	

	Psalm 119:1
	

	1 Cor 1:7-9
	

	Eph 1:3-6
	

	Eph 5:25-27
	

	Phil 1:9-11
	

	Phil 2:14-16
	

	1 Thess 2:10
	

	1 Thess 3:13
	

	1 Thess 5:23
	

	2nd Peter 3:14
	


5. Now go back to Titus 1:5-9. Look at the phrases Paul uses:
1) the husband of one wife, 

2) with faithful children who cannot be charged with dissipation or rebellion

3) not arrogant

4) not prone to anger

5) not a drunkard

6) not violent

7) not greedy for gain

8) hospitable

9) devoted to what is good

10) sensible

11) upright

12) devout

13) self-controlled

14) must hold firmly to the faithful message as it has been taught

15)  able to give exhortation in healthy teaching

16) able to correct those who speak against healthy teaching
Evaluate yourself against every criteria. How do you do? Are you blameless?
Give yourself a letter grade on each of the 16 criteria and bring it to your next meeting with your coach.
Glen Davis – http://glenandpaula.com


